
Chapter 12 Eternal
Judgment
Eternal judgment belongs to eschatology,
the Bible’s teaching about the last things.
It includes God’s final dealings with both
unbelievers  and  believers.  God’s  judg‐
ment is not an embarrassing edge of the
Gospel. It reveals that evil matters, that
God  is  perfectly  just,  and  that  history
moves  toward  a  true  moral  conclusion
(Genesis  18:25;  Ecclesiastes  12:13-14;
Acts 17:30-31). The Judge is Jesus Christ,
the same Savior who gave Himself for sin‐
ners (John 5:22-27; Acts 10:42-43).

Judgment Is Certain and Just

Every  person  will  give  account  to  God
(Romans  14:10-12;  Hebrews  9:27).  God
judges impartially and knows hidden mo‐
tives  as  well  as  visible  actions (Romans
2:5-11,  16;  1  Corinthians  4:5).  No  false
accusation,  missing  evidence,  prejudice,
or  corruption  will  distort  His  verdict
(Deuteronomy 32:4; Revelation 20:11-15).

Salvation and Condemnation

Those who are in Christ are justified and
do  not  come  into  condemnation  (John
5:24; Romans 8:1, 33-34). Their salvation
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rests on Christ’s righteousness and aton‐
ing work, received through faith (Romans
3:21-26). Those who reject God’s Son re‐
main  under  condemnation  because  they
refuse the light and the only Savior (John
3:18-21, 36; 2 Thessalonians 1:8-10).

Believers and Evaluation

Freedom  from  condemnation  does  not
make Christian conduct meaningless. Be‐
lievers  will  appear  before  Christ  to  re‐
ceive what is due for deeds done in the
body,  and  their  work  will  be  tested  (1
Corinthians 3:12-15; 2 Corinthians 5:10).
This evaluation concerns reward and ac‐
countability,  not  a second trial  to deter‐
mine  whether  Christ’s  atonement  was
sufficient  (Romans  8:1;  1  Corinthians
3:15).

Keep the foundation and the building dis‐
tinct. Christ alone is the foundation of sal‐
vation; Christian service is what believers
build upon that foundation (1 Corinthians
3:10-15). At Christ’s judgment seat, poor
work may be exposed and reward may be
lost, yet Paul can still say of the believer,
“he himself will be saved” (1 Corinthians
3:15).  This  truth  removes  the  fear  that
salvation must be earned again while pre‐
serving  the  seriousness  of  how  a  re‐
deemed life is lived.
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Eternal Life and Eternal Punishment

Jesus  spoke  of  eternal  life  and  eternal
punishment  in  parallel  terms  (Matthew
25:46). The same word describes the du‐
ration of both. Scripture gives serious im‐
ages—darkness,  exclusion,  fire,  punish‐
ment,  and  destruction—and  we  should
neither  soften  their  warning  nor  specu‐
late  beyond  what  is  written  (Matthew
8:12; Mark 9:43-48; 2 Thessalonians 1:9).
Those  who  reject  Christ  face  conscious
punishment with no promise of recovery
or  later  opportunity  for  salvation  (Luke
16:19-31; Hebrews 9:27).

Hell, Hades, and the Lake of Fire

The word hell  is  often used broadly  for
the punishment of the wicked, but Scrip‐
ture  helps  us  see  a  sequence.  Hades  is
the place of  the unbelieving dead while
they  await  bodily  resurrection  and  final
judgment  (Luke  16:19-31;  Revelation
20:13).  At  the  Great  White  Throne,  the
dead  are  judged,  and  death  and  Hades
are cast into the lake of fire. The lake of
fire is called the second death and is the
final  place of  punishment for Satan and
for all whose names are not written in the
Book of Life (Revelation 20:10-15; 21:8).

The Great White Throne is therefore not a
scene in which good deeds are weighed
against bad deeds to see whether some‐
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one can earn eternal life.  The books re‐
veal works and demonstrate the justice of
God’s verdict, while the Book of Life iden‐
tifies those who belong to Christ (Revela‐
tion 20:12,  15).  Works provide evidence
of a life’s allegiance; they do not become
a  substitute  for  the  Savior.  The  only
refuge  from  final  condemnation  is  the
grace  of  God  received  through  Jesus
Christ (John 5:24; Romans 6:23).

This judgment is eternal. Scripture does
not teach that the condemned will even‐
tually be released or restored after a peri‐
od of punishment. Jesus described a fixed
separation  and  eternal  punishment,  and
Revelation describes torment that contin‐
ues forever (Luke 16:26; Matthew 25:46;
Revelation  14:10-11;  20:10).  This  truth
should  produce  sober  urgency,  compas‐
sion  for  the  lost,  and  faithful  Gospel
witness—not  cruelty,  speculation,  or  de‐
light  in  anyone’s  condemnation  (Ezekiel
33:11; 2 Corinthians 5:11, 20).

Why Judgment Strengthens the
Gospel

Judgment  explains  why  salvation  is  ur‐
gent and why the cross is necessary (Ro‐
mans  3:25-26;  Acts  17:30-31).  It  also
comforts  those  who  suffer  injustice:
vengeance  belongs  to  God,  and  He will
set things right (Romans 12:19; 2 Thessa‐
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lonians 1:5-10). Christians therefore pro‐
claim both warning and mercy, pleading
with  people  to  be  reconciled  to  God  (2
Corinthians 5:10-21).

KNOW THE WORDS

WORD PLAIN MEANING

Judg‐
ment

God’s perfectly just evaluation and
verdict concerning every person (Ro‐
mans 2:5-11; Revelation 20:11-15).

Condem‐
nation

God’s guilty verdict and resulting
punishment; believers in Christ are
freed from it (John 3:18; Romans 8:1).

Reward Christ’s gracious recognition of faith‐
ful service, distinct from earning sal‐
vation (1 Corinthians 3:12-15; 4:5).

Second
death

Revelation’s description of final pun‐
ishment in the lake of fire (Revelation
20:14-15; 21:8).

Eternal
life

Unending life in fellowship with God,
beginning now in Christ and complet‐
ed in resurrection (John 17:3; Romans
6:22-23).

THINK IT THROUGH

Q How Can a Loving God Judge?

Love does not require indifference to evil.
A God who never confronts abuse, cruel‐
ty, deception, and rebellion would not be
good. At the cross, God’s justice and love
meet: He judges sin and offers mercy at
immeasurable  cost  to  Himself  (Romans
3:25-26; 5:8-9).
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Q What about Those Who Have Never
Heard?

God is perfectly just, every person is ac‐
countable for the light received,  and no
one is  condemned through a mistake in
God’s knowledge (Genesis 18:25; Romans
1:18-23;  2:12-16).  Scripture  still  com‐
mands the church to take the Gospel to
all nations because salvation is found in
Christ (Matthew 28:18-20; Acts 4:12; Ro‐
mans 10:13-17). We trust God’s character
and obey His mission.

This is one of the most honest questions a
new believer can ask. It is really a ques‐
tion about God’s character: Is He fair? It
also tests whether we believe Jesus is tru‐
ly the only way to the Father (John 14:6).

Scripture answers in several steps. First,
God genuinely desires the salvation of all
people. He “desires all men to be saved
and  to  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the
truth” and is “not willing that any should
perish” (1 Timothy 2:4; 2 Peter 3:9). Sec‐
ond,  no  one  is  left  without  any  witness
from  God.  Creation  shows  His  eternal
power and divine nature, and conscience
bears  witness  to  His  moral  law  (Psalm
19:1-4; Romans 1:19-20; 2:14-15). Third,
God arranged the  nations  “so  that  they
should  seek the Lord,”  and He rewards
those  who  diligently  seek  Him  (Acts
17:26-27; Hebrews 11:6).

121



Scripture also guards us from two errors.
It  never  teaches  that  people  are  saved
through  other  religions  or  apart  from
Christ (John 14:6; Acts 4:12). It also never
pictures God as eager to condemn people
who had no opportunity. When Cornelius
sought God, God sent Peter to tell him the
Gospel of Christ (Acts 10:1-6, 30-33). The
Bible shows God bringing the message of
Christ to seekers, not offering them a dif‐
ferent path.

We leave what Scripture has not revealed
in the hands of the Judge of all the earth,
who will  do right (Genesis 18:25).  What
Scripture has revealed is our responsibili‐
ty:  “How  shall  they  hear  without  a
preacher?” (Romans 10:14). The question
should move us to prayer, giving, and go‐
ing, not to speculation.

WATCH FOR COUNTERFEITS

Some use fear of judgment to manipulate
people into loyalty to a leader or organi‐
zation.  Others  replace  Scripture  with
wishful  thinking  by  claiming  that  hell
does not exist, that punishment is merely
symbolic and harmless, or that everyone
will  eventually  be  released  and  saved.
These  claims  contradict  Jesus’  teaching
about  fixed  separation  and  eternal  pun‐
ishment (Luke 16:26; Matthew 25:46). We
must allow God’s Word—not our discom‐
fort—to  define  judgment.  Biblical  judg‐
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ment directs us to Christ, produces rever‐
ent  living,  and  leaves  final  vengeance
with God (John 5:24; 1 Peter 1:17-19; Ro‐
mans 12:19). No minister has authority to
manipulate  fear  or  pronounce  personal
eternal  destinies  beyond  Scripture’s
Gospel terms.

DECLARATION OF FAITH CONNECTION

This  chapter  supports  these  Church  of
God convictions:

There will be bodily resurrection, eter‐
nal life for the righteous, and eternal
punishment  for  the  wicked  (John
5:28-29; Matthew 25:46).

Christ  will  return  and  reign  (Acts
1:11; Revelation 19:11-16).

Repentance is commanded for all and
necessary for forgiveness (Luke 24:47;
Acts 17:30-31).

PUT IT INTO PRACTICE

Read  2  Corinthians  5:10-21.  Write  how
judgment,  Christ’s  love,  reconciliation,
and  Christian  witness  belong  together.
Pray  for  one  person  who  needs  the
Gospel and plan a gracious way to speak
with that person.

TALK IT THROUGH

1. Why is divine judgment good news for
victims of injustice?

• 

• 

• 
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2. On what basis are believers free from
condemnation?

3.  How is  believers’  evaluation different
from condemnation?

4. What does Scripture teach about eter‐
nal punishment?

5.  How should  judgment  shape  evange‐
lism and daily life?

FIVE DAYS IN THE BIBLE

Day  1:  The  Righteous  Judge  —  Ro‐
mans 2:1-16
List what makes God’s judgment different
from human judgment.

Day 2: Life and Condemnation — John
3:14-21, 36; 5:19-29
Trace  the  roles  of  faith,  rejection,  life,
and resurrection.

Day 3: Work Tested — 1 Corinthians
3:5-17
Distinguish the foundation from the quali‐
ty of work built upon it.

Day 4: Ministry of Reconciliation — 2
Corinthians 5:1-21
Connect accountability, Christ’s love, and
the Gospel appeal.

Day  5:  The  Great  White  Throne  —
Revelation 20:11-21:8
Identify the judgment, second death, and
promised new creation.
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